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SCHOOLS — OCEAN REEF ELECTORATE — PUBLIC TRANSPORT ACCESS 
Grievance 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.25 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Transport. I thank the minister for taking the grievance this morning. By way of background, this grievance 
centres around three schools at the northern end of what will be the new electoral boundary for Ocean Reef. The 
three schools are Quinns Baptist College, Peter Moyes Anglican Community School and Mindarie Senior 
College. My grievance relates to the 480 and 490 buses that service the three schools. The three schools are the 
most northern schools in the metropolitan area and are located in immediate proximity of one another. By way of 
digression, from a planning point of view I would not recommend placing two K–12 schools and a senior college 
in immediate proximity of one another, because a lot of problems come with that. 

Because the schools are located near the northern fringe of the metropolitan area, they service a large catchment 
area. Many of the schools’ students come from further away than would otherwise be the norm. Indeed, some of 
the students who attend these schools live as far away as Gingin. Some of the northern-most students who attend 
the schools access them by way of public transport buses. I refer to the 480 and 490 buses, which run mainly 
along Marmion Avenue from Two Rocks to Clarkson station. These buses service all three schools in the 
morning by bringing in the northern-most students and dropping them off on the eastern side of Marmion 
Avenue; however, all three schools are on the western side of Marmion Avenue. The kids have to get to the other 
side of the dual carriageway and then they have to walk up the road to the first school, which is Quinns Baptist 
College, the second school, which is Peter Moyes, or the third school, which is Mindarie Senior College. It is 
principally through discussions with parents and representatives of Mindarie Senior College that I raise this 
grievance this morning. Parents are significantly concerned that the crossing of the four lanes on Marmion 
Avenue in peak-hour traffic is an accident waiting to happen. Indeed, the schools regularly receive phone calls 
from motorists complaining about students running the gauntlet in the morning as they try to get from the eastern 
side to the western side. I acknowledge that they could use the underpass. However, students being students, they 
choose to run across the road and not use the underpass. In addition, there is antisocial behaviour in some of the 
immediate areas. The Minister for Police would have seen some of those areas appear in police statistics. There 
have been incidents of students being assaulted whilst going through the underpass. There is an element not only 
of students running the across the road, but also of them being fearful to use the underpass. That is the feedback 
we have received.  

I use today’s grievance to propose a detour for the buses. There is a roundabout near Mindarie Senior College. 
When the buses drop students off, they could turn up the roundabout and travel 400 metres past all three schools 
until they reach another roundabout, which would give them an opportunity to turn around and come back down. 
In total the detour would be about 800 metres with a roundabout at either end. I refer today to the two bus 
journeys in the morning, because students’ afternoon journeys are not affected. Even if we did not have the issue 
of these students trying to cross the road, as I said earlier, many of them travel from very far away. Indeed, in the 
winter months, for those students who come from as far away as Gingin and have probably been on the buses for 
between one and a half hours and two hours, to then walk 800 metres in the rain to get to their school, which is 
three blocks away, is a bit of a task for them, certainly in wet or inclement weather. 

I am asking the minister to look at the 480 and 490 bus routes and to consider whether there is an opportunity to 
put a deviation on at least one, if not both, of those bus routes for two journeys in the mornings so they could 
turn right at that roundabout and head up past all three schools so that all students have an opportunity to go 
directly to their own school. Those buses could then turn around at the roundabout, come back out and carry on 
their merry way. As I said, it is not really so much of an issue in the afternoon because students going north 
would not have to cross Marmion Avenue as they are already on the western side and the buses that pick them up 
from Marmion Avenue would be heading north anyway. So there is not the safety issue of them crossing 
Marmion Avenue at that time, although if there was an opportunity to deviate in weather that does not suit, that 
would be good as well.  

The other reason that an afternoon deviation may not work so well—I learnt this on Monday—is that that area 
can very quickly go into gridlock when parents are trying to pick up students from three schools at the same 
time. Certainly in the mornings there are some very good opportunities to better service these three schools and 
better service the students who come from a very wide catchment area and to look after their safety. Safety is 
provided in the form of an underpass, although that means the Mindarie Senior College students need to walk in 
excess of 500, 600 or 700 metres to get to the school, plus there are safety risks associated with an underpass. 
Also, for all that is provided, students being students, some of them will try to run the gauntlet. If the worst were 
to happen, that focus would be back on us.  
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Without going on for too long, I ask the minister to please consider changing one or both of the 480 and 490 bus 
routes so that all these schools can be serviced directly from public transport for two of the school morning 
journeys.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.33 am]: I thank the member for Ocean Reef for 
raising the grievance. I attended the University of Western Australia as an undergraduate for three years. I lived 
at a place that was then called St Columba College, which was on the other side of Stirling Highway. An 
underpass links the colleges to the university. I did not use it once; I would always cross Stirling Highway.  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: You played chicken.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is what everyone did. I understand exactly what the member is saying when he talks 
about what is logical and what looks logical on the map that I have been given and what is practical in terms of 
what kids do. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: What are you telling your son now?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I never mention it to him. There are a lot of things that it is best he does not know about. 
One of the joys of ageing and the wonders of being 18, as he is, is to learn these things of one’s own accord. Of 
course I am always on hand to give advice as requested. 

I had better deal with this issue of the 480 and 490 bus routes. I have some interesting statistics. Over the two 
morning services that the member mentioned, about 40 students get off at that particular stop on Marmion 
Avenue. They comprise about a third of the total level of patronage on the buses. If we have a deviation, it is 
probably best that it be for both of those morning services. If we do one and not the other, it would distort 
people’s use and there would probably be one bus full of students and the other not. It is probably better if we 
look at them both together. I have seen an example of three schools close together. I can only imagine how 
awkward that would be in the afternoons. I do not know how many students are at each of those schools. 

Mr A.P. Jacob: There are 1 000 at each.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: There are nearly 3 000 students in that area. That would generate an enormous amount of 
localised traffic. The afternoon peak is more intense than the morning peak because when school finishes, school 
finishes. The best thing that we can do to progress this is for me to come out to Anchorage Drive and Marmion 
Avenue one morning perhaps and we will have a look at what happens. I will get the Public Transport Authority 
to come along. I am sure we can come up with a solution. The deviation, according to the PTA, will add about 
five minutes to the journey. As the member says, it is only about 400 metres from the corner of Marmion 
Avenue and Anchorage Drive down to the roundabout linking Anchorage Drive, Bayfield Crescent and Talara 
Circuit. We will come and have a look. If that can be done practically—perhaps we will meet the principal 
while we are out there and have a chat about it—I do not see it being a problem. It seems to make a lot of sense 
to me.  

The other thing the member mentioned is the hill in that 400-metre trek from the bus stop, which especially 
affects students from Mindarie Senior College. My son is in year 11 and he nearly needs a forklift to get his 
backpack on in the morning. 

Mr A.P. Jacob: There’s a McDonald’s halfway along, which is very tempting for them, so it would be better if 
you could drop them off at school straightaway from a nutrition point of view. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: McDonald’s has done me well, the fine form that I present as. 

I will come out and have a look so we understand the issues. I will get somebody from the PTA to come along so 
we understand the mechanics of it. I cannot see that there would be a significant problem. As the member says, it 
will deliver a much better outcome. I suspect that in relation to the 480 and 490, it would apply to the two early 
morning services, which are at or before eight o’clock. We can look at what we can do to the timetable. There 
may be a bit of delay in implementation because, clearly, there are some planning issues and some issues around 
timetable reprints, but I do not see those as being major. 

I am not sure there is anything else I can add today other than to say that I will come out. What amazes me when 
I go to a lot of schools to look at transport issues, because I am not in the educational side of it, is the catchment 
area. I was out with the member for Swan Hills at Swan Christian College, which had its own transport problems 
that I think we are about to resolve in the not-too-distant future. That catchment area is enormous. Parents 
and families choose to send their kids to schools over quite long distances for a range of very valid reasons for 
them and their sons or daughters at that particular time. More power to them for being able to make those 
choices.  
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From a transport point of view, we need to provide the best service that we can to help facilitate the choices that 
people make. Public transport has an important role to play in getting students to school. It may well be that if 
the buses stop outside each of those three schools as they go up and come back on the same side of the road, it 
may encourage more kids to take the bus to school, which I do not think is a bad thing. I thank the member for 
raising the issue. No doubt we will be in touch and come out to visit the site as quickly as we can. 
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